
HA-1111 
CARVER HOUSE 
Havre de Grace, Md. 

c. 1888 

The Carver House is a beautifully maintained example of a Queen Anne 
and Stick Style cottage. The house, marked by the crisp detail and struc
tural integrity which characterizes the Stick Style has irregular massing, 
multiple roof lines, prominent porches and varity of materials (brick, clap
board, shingled gables, stained glass, etc.) which distinguish the Queen Anne. 
The Carver HBuse retains many noteworthy original features such as metal 
roof cresting and stained glass window and door lights, including two 
examples of opalescent, jeweled stained glass. 
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

115 S. Union Ave. is a two-and-a-half story, three bay by six 
bay detached frame dwelling built in a vernacular form, combining the 
Queen Anne and Stick styles, c. 1888. Surrounded by a large, well 
planted yard, the house faces west. North of it is the granite 
Methodist Church while on the south is a smaller Queen Anne and istick 
style cottage (HA 1112) very similar to it. The house is in excellent 
condition, seemingly retaining all its original exterior features and 
most of its interior ones. The dwelling is covered with clapboard except 
at the attice gables where it is shingled with wood laid in an 
imbricated pattern. The above grade foundation is brick. 

Across the front elevation is an above grade,L-shaped veranda, 
conforming to the recessed south bay. Resting on a balustrade,turned 
wooden posts, flanked by scroll brackets, pierced with small designs 
support a low cross gable roof covered with imbricated, slate shingles. 
The gable above the center bay is filled with imbricated wooden shingles; 
they are also present in the gable over the center bay of the porch. 
At the rear of the south elevation is a two story porch on a raised 
brick foundation with four bays on the first story and three on the 
second. The porch has balustrades, turned posts flanked by brackets 
incorporating pierced circles and two roofs. The lower one is a shed 
roof and the upper one has a slightly conical roof. On the east 
elevation is the kitchen porch; it is a two bay, above grade porch, 
partially enclosed with lattice. 

Most of the windows are 1/2 or 1/1 light, double-hung sash with 
a border of small panes of stained glass around the upper sash; the 
majority of them have louvered shutters. Windows are arranged uniformly 
on the facade. The first floor and attic windows are similar, having 
two panes of glass divided by a mull ion. A rectangular jeweled stained 
glass window with stationary sash is in the center section of the 
first story of the first floor of the bay on the north elevation. The 
two-story bays on the north and south elevation are treated in slightly 
different ways. On the north bay, as well as on much of the main 
block, raised boards divide the fenestration, whereas on the south 
bay, molded panels divide the first and second stories. The roofs are 
the same slightly conical shape, laid with green wooden shingles. A 
gabled dormer with 2/2 light, double-hung sash is on the rear of the 
north elevation. 

The main entrance is in the center bay of the facade. Behind a 
pair of louvered shutters is a five panel door with a center panel 
of jeweled, stained glass. Another front entrance is in the south bay; 
it has a door with an upper panel of etched glass. Other doors are on 
the first and second floor, south elevation off of the porch and on 
the rear. Most of the doors retain their original brass hardware. 

-
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The visual impact of this house on the 100 block of Union Ave. 
is happily doubled by the presence of the Vosbury house (HA-1112) 
next door; which is almost identical in construction and design 
although some' what smaller. 
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#7 Description (con't) 

The main block has a cross gable roof with steep gables on 
all four elevations; the kitchen wing has a steeply pitched gable 
on the east elevation. All of the gables have wide eaves with 
exposed rafters and bargeboards with small cutouts. The upper part 
of the overhanging front gable is faced with stucco and pebbles and 
timbered in a tree design. The slate roof is covered with alter
nating bands of imbricated shingles. 

Interior: 
The first floor has a wide entrance hall with a living room 

on the south side. On the north wall of the hall closed string, double 
run stairs ascend to the second floor. A recent partition forms the 
east wall of the center hall. Behind it the hall,with a kitchen at 
the end of it, is flanked by a library on the south and the original 
dining room on the north. Most of the rooms have plaster ceiling 
medallions and crown molding. The library has interior shutters 
(painted white) and picture molding. The fireplace on the north 
wall has a carved cherry mantel faced with embossed and a tile hearth. 
It is believed that the dado in the hall and possibly the one in 
the dining room are Italian leather. 

Outbuildings: 
A small, one story board and batten , summer kitchen with a 

slate, gable roof and an interior chimney on the east end is located 
a few feet north of the house, at the rear. 
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32 PALLISER S MODEL HOMES. 

Plate IV. 

COTTAGE AT LITCHFIELD, CONN. 

This is a neat seven room Cottage, designed to fill a narrow lot at a small cost. The 
house was designed to face the West, and the South side was made the most attractive ; 
the front veranda is one of the features of the exterior, and is very simple and chaste, yet 
elegant. 

Besides the two floors in the main house, there is an attic over the Kitchen extension 
which may be used as a stow-away. There is also a good attic over the main house, and a 
cellar under the whole house. 

The room marked Parlor is to be used as the general living-room, hence it is provided 
with an open fire-place and a neat hardwood mantel, and the interior throughout is finished 
in a plain neat manner. 

The wants of people arc so unequal, and their opinions so varied by the circumstances 
under which they are formed, that it is the most natural thing in the world for any one to 
take up a plan and suggest innumerable changes and additions, always forgetting the 
unalterable condition of price, situation and object which restrained the architect while 
working it up. To prepare a design regardless of expense is an easy matter compared 
with that of devising one that gives the largest amount of accommodation within a fixed 
limit of cost, and in all our long experience we have never found a design that would meet 
the requirements of different individuals without some changes. 

Two of these Cottages are erected at Litchfield, Conn., by Messrs. Devoe & Hills. 
Cost about $1,650. 

The cost of a house depends in a great measure on a properly studied design, which 
does not consist alone in the arrangement of rooms, etc., but involves a careful study of con
struction ; a saving can be made by a proper distribution of timbers as well as by the most 
economical arrangement of rooms—in fact, good or bad management produces the same 
results in building operations as in any other pursuit. 

People will take up a work on architecture, and select a house that comes about their 
wants, which the book says costs $2,000, and that is just the amount they can command 
for building. The house is ordered, the alterations named, and put in the hands of the 
best mechanic to execute it, and he goes ahead ; he is not restricted except by the book, 
and the author of it is a man of reputation. The builder has not any specifications or 
details of execution to be governed by, and therefore piles on the agony, as it is not con
sidered good policy for him to make suggestions so as to decrease the work, and when the 
$2,000 is expended you find the building half done, and an additional $2,000 necessary to 
complete it. 

This is not the proper way to conduct one's building affairs, but to get the plans and 
details properly prepared, and then ascertain what it is to cost before going ahead—then 
the result will be satisfactory. 
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